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III. f\wf of a Letter from Mr. Witfen, B%rger~ 
mafier of Amfterdam, and F. K. S. to Dr. 
Martin Lifter, fellow of the Colledge of tky- 
JicianSy and K S. concerning fame late Ob - 
fervations in Nova Hollandia. 

H Ere is returned a Ship, which by our Eaft- India 
Company, was fent to the South Land, called, 
Hollandia Nova. The Matter hath brought me Two 
Shells from that Country, hitherto not fufficiently 
known, which he found on the Sea fide, and I make bold 
to fend you the Draught of them, the Shells themfelves 
being twice as long and broad as the Draught, and in¬ 
deed I could not bellow them better, than to one who 
hath the beft Knowledge of thele, and all other Sea Pro- 
duetts. 

On this Voyage nothing hath been difeovered which 
can be any way terviceable to the Company. The Soil 
of this Country hath been found very barren, and as a 
Defart ; no Frelh-water Rivers have been found, but 
forne Salt-water Rivers, as alfo no Four-footed Beafts, 
except one as great as a Dog, with long Ears, living in 
the Water as well as on the Land. 

Black Swans, Parrots, and many Sea-Cows were 
found there; as alfo a Lake, whole Water feemed to be 
Red, becaule of the Rednefs of the Bottom of it: and 
round along the Shore there was fome Salt. Our People 
had teen but Twelve of the Natives, all as black as Pitch, 
and ftark naked, fo terrified, that it was impofiible to 
Bring them to Conversion, or a Meeting : They lodge 
theci&lves as the Hottentots, in Pavilions of final! Bn* - 
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ches of Trees. By Night our People faw Fires all over 
the Country ; but when they drew near, the Natives 
were fled. The Coaft is very low, but the Country far 
from the Sea is high. 

Upon the Ifland near the Coaft have been feen Rats as 
great as Cats, in an innumerable Quantity; all which had 
a kind of a Bag or Purfe hanging irom the Throat upon 
the Breaft downwards. There were found many vvell- 
fmelling Trees, and out of their Wood is to be drawn 
Oyl fmelling as a Rofe, but for the reft they are fmail 
and miferable Trees. There were alfb found fome Birds 
nefts of a prodigious great nefs, fb that Six Men could 
nor, by ftrerching out their Arms, encompafs One of 
them; but the Fowls were not to be found. 

There was great Store of Oyfters, Lobfters, and Crabs ; 
as alfo of ftrange forts of Fifb. 

There were alfb Millions of Flies,very much troubling 
Men. They faw a great many Footfteps of Men and 
Children, but all of an ordinary bignefs. The Coaft is 
very foul and full of Rocks. 

The Subject of this Voyage was to get Intelligence of 
a Ship having on board Sir James Coupsr , with Three 
Hundred Men, which we thought to be ftranded there $ 
but fince we have underftood that the faid Ship hath 
been taken by feme Pirates near Madagafiar, and that 
the faid Sir Jams was by them killed. 

Amfi. 3 Oil. 1698. 


The Two Shells herein mentioned, are Printed in my 
Synopfis Conchyliorum, the one is the ift N&mi* 
lasjhe ether-the Concha Perftca ciavicuia radiant. 



